Advanced Dramatic Production

RTV421-001, Spring 2006

Tuesday and Thursday:  1:40p.m. – 4:30p.m.

Landrum Academic Center 303
	Professor:  Chris Strobel
	Primary Office:  Landrum Academic Center 120

	Office Phone: 859-572-1426
	Cell Phone: 513-253-4463
	E-mail:  strobelc@nku.edu

	MSN, AOL, Yahoo & Google IM: ChrisAtNKU
	Website:  www.nku.edu/~strobelc/rtv421


	Equipment Reservations:  Bob McCoy, Equipment Manager: 859-572-1337


	Office Hours
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday

	
	3:30 – 4:30 p.m.

(LA 120)
	9:15 – 10:15 a.m.

(ST 223)
	10:30 – 11:30 a.m. 

3:30 – 4:30 p.m.

(Each in LA 120)
	9:15 – 10:15 a.m.

(ST 223)


COURSE DESCRIPTION

RTV421 Advanced Dramatic Production is designed to expand the students’ creative single-camera visual storytelling skills.  Students will produce, direct and crew single-camera, film-style narrative productions.  Students will also deconstruct existing works with the goal of gaining a greater understanding of how those works came to be.  Students will analyze various forms and production practices, applying class concepts to assigned narrative productions.  The purpose of this course is to provide students with the opportunity to create advanced-level single-camera productions.  It is assumed that the student already possesses an understanding of equipment operation and production practices.
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TEXT

Douglass, John S. and Harnden, Glenn P.  The Art of Technique.  Allyn and Bacon Publishing, Boston, MA. 1996.

REQUIRED MATERIALS

· One or more new Mini-DV videotapes

· (if using HVX-200 camera) 7200RPM Firewire (or Firewire 800) drive

SUGGESTED MATERIALS

· One 2’ x 4’ (or larger) piece of white foam core or poster board

GRADING CRITERIA

Students will demonstrate their understanding and mastery of the topics and procedures in RTV421 through the following assignments, examinations and series of individual projects.  Projects may be performed individually or within a prior-approved partnership/group.  The Weekend Project will encompass larger groups.

Overall course grades will correspond with NKU’s grading policy found in the Undergraduate Section of the NKU Catalog and can be accessed at http://access.nku.edu/catalog/.
Continuity Exercise/Critique
10%

Character Study/Critique
10%

Scene Re-Creation/Critique
10%

Weekend Project
10%

Creative Scene/Critique
15%

Final Scene/Critique
15%

Online Quizzes
10%

Written/Practical Exam
10%

Crew/Participation
10%


GRADING SYSTEM

90 – 100%
A

80 – 89%
B

70 – 79%
C

60 – 69%
D

Under 60%
F

This is a deadline-based industry.  Therefore, assignment deadlines are of utmost importance.  In all evaluations, if work is submitted after the due date the grade will be reduced by 20% per day late.

PROJECTS

Each project will be outlined in greater length as the semester progresses.

· Continuity.  A short (:90 or less) project accomplishing a smooth progression of action.  Storyboards are required.  Production audio and/or title cards are not allowed.

· Character Study.  Students will select a single person for a 0:90-3:00 biography video.

· Scene Re-Creation.  Students will re-create (shot-for-shot) a scene from an established production.

· Weekend Project.  Just what it sounds like – a project done over the course of a weekend.  Think of the 48 Hour Film Project with a little extra time, and in competition with other Cincy area schools.

· Creative Scene.  Students will create their own interpretation of a standard, open-ended script.

· Final Scene.  Student choice of subject.  Resulting edit should be no shorter than two minutes or longer than five minutes in length.  Script and storyboards are required.

PROJECT EVALUATIONS

You will be critiqued and graded on the originality, creativity and presentation of your projects.  Project evaluation includes applicable paperwork and all materials are due by the project deadline date.  An example of the Project Evaluation Worksheet follows on the next page.

CREW BENEFITS

Crewing for classmates’ projects can boost your overall grade a slight percentage.  This is a “benefit of the work” that can help push grades over the top if within 1.5% of the next higher grade.  Crew benefits are determined solely by the professor and are non-negotiable.

PROJECT EVALUATIONS

You will be critiqued and graded on the originality, creativity and presentation of your projects.  Project evaluation includes applicable paperwork and all materials are due by the project deadline date.  An example of the Project Evaluation Worksheet follows on the next page.  This worksheet will be used for the NKU promo/package and the final project.  Grading of the linear edit, nonlinear edit, the group project and camera framing project will be discussed at the time of project assignment.

CRITIQUES

Video production is a technical art.  In other words, we use the technology to tell stories … to create our “art.”  Part of developing as an artist is to nurture a self-critical eye, a fair and accurate evaluation of your work.  Therefore, each project must have an accompanying critique.  Critiques for group or paired projects must have a critique submitted from each member.  Critiques are to be concise (a few paragraphs) and thoughtful evaluations of the project’s strengths and weaknesses.  Students should emphasize the lessons learned in the project and how the project might be improved if attempted again.  If in a group, critiques should also include a brief evaluation of each group member’s contribution to the project.  Critiques must be typed and may be e-mailed to strobelc@nku.edu.
HONOR CODE

The Student Honor Code [the "Honor Code"] is a commitment by students of Northern Kentucky University, through their matriculation or continued enrollment at the University, to adhere to the highest degree of ethical integrity in academic conduct. It is a commitment individually and collectively that the students of Northern Kentucky University will not lie, cheat, or plagiarize to gain an academic advantage over fellow students or avoid academic requirements.

The purpose of the Honor Code is to establish standards of academic conduct for students at Northern Kentucky University and to provide a procedure that offers basic assurances of fundamental fairness to any person accused of violations of these rules. Each Northern Kentucky University student is bound by the provisions of the Honor Code and is presumed to be familiar with all of its provisions.

Students also should aspire to conduct themselves in a manner that is consistent with the highest degree of ethical integrity in all matters, whether covered in the Honor Code or not. The success of this commitment begins in the diligence with which students uphold the letter and the spirit of the Honor Code.

The full Honor Code can be found at www.nku.edu/~deanstudents/student_rights/honor_code.htm.

Project Evaluation Worksheet

	Tape Setup and Pre-program Requirements (10%)

· Color bars and tone run 30 seconds.

· Slate contains all applicable information, directly follows bars and tone.

· Countdown directly follows slate.

· Program directly follows the two seconds of countdown black.

· Program is submitted cued prior to, or just inside, the bars and tone.

Comments:

EFP (25%)

· Images are white balanced.

· Images brightness is an appropriate level.

· Images are well composed.

· Images have been captured using a tripod, where appropriate.

· A variety of suitable camera angles have been utilized.

· Unnecessary zooms and pans have been avoided.

· Shots are properly slated, where applicable.

· An external microphone has been employed effectively.

Comments:

Edit (25%)

· Edits are free from unintended jump cuts.

· Edits are free from unintended flash frames.

· Edits have good timing or pace.

· Program is of appropriate length, if applicable.

Comments:

Creativity (25%)

· A specific viewpoint and style is expressed.

· Program’s style adds to the content and effectiveness of the message.

· Program is “On Target.”

Comments: 

Final Cut Desktop (05%)
· Clips are separated to facilitate editing speed.

· All sequences or clips are individually named.

· Audio and video tracks have been utilized efficiently.

Comments:

Critique (10%)
· Provides insight into the production process.

· Effectively reviews content and aesthetic style of the production.

Comments:



	N/A  No--------------Yes

N/A  No--------------Yes

N/A  No--------------Yes

N/A  No--------------Yes

N/A  No--------------Yes

N/A  No--------------Yes

N/A  No--------------Yes

N/A  No--------------Yes

N/A  No--------------Yes

N/A  No--------------Yes

N/A  No--------------Yes

N/A  No--------------Yes

N/A  No--------------Yes

N/A  No--------------Yes

N/A  No--------------Yes

N/A  No--------------Yes

N/A  No--------------Yes

N/A  No--------------Yes

N/A  No--------------Yes

N/A  No--------------Yes

N/A  No--------------Yes

N/A  No--------------Yes

N/A  No--------------Yes

N/A  No--------------Yes

N/A  No--------------Yes




COURSE POLICIES

· Attendance is required at all class meetings.  Video production is a collaborative process and your participation in the class crew assignments is vital.  Information/practice that you miss in a class has the potential of hurting your classmates’ projects.  Therefore, more than two absences will result in a “Crew/Participation” grade of zero.  More than four absences will result in a failing grade for the course.

· Likewise, tardiness and/or leaving early are unprofessional and will adversely affect the “Crew” portion of your evaluation.

· Students are responsible for all material presented during each class meeting, despite any lack of attendance or tardiness.  This includes rescheduled assignments, projects or syllabus material.  Contacting the professor prior to an absence will afford the student selected material and information from the professor for that lesson but does not lengthen deadline dates or excuse an absence.

· Producing video (and all media) is a deadline-driven endeavor.  Consequently, this course is also deadline-driven.  Late assignments/projects will have a 20% penalty for each day late regardless of the reason for the delay.  I know this has already been mentioned.  I must mean it.

· All critiques are to be typed, and may be submitted electronically to the professor’s e-mail address listed at the top of this syllabus.

· The student or the student’s partner/group must complete all assignments and projects required in this course within the current semester.  Prior work is not accepted.

· The students enrolled in this course must perform all production work.  Submitting any work performed by someone not enrolled in this class will result in dismissal of the student from the course.

· You and your peers will review student work in class.  Participation in these reviews is mandatory and will likely result in the most insightful evaluation of your work.

EQUIPMENT POLICIES

· Equipment reservation procedures will be thoroughly covered during the first week of class.

· Equipment reservations may be made through the equipment manager or class professor.

· Students have access to production equipment at any time, but must get written permission for DPS-assisted entry from the equipment manager, class professor or Communication Department secretary to use NKU’s production equipment and editing rooms outside normal business hours.  NKU’s business hours are Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday 8:15 a.m. – 6:30 p.m.; Friday 8:15 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.  Written permission must be obtained and faxed to DPS at least 24 hours prior to equipment access.

· Production equipment in your possession is your responsibility.  You are financially liable for each piece of equipment checked out to you.  Failure to return equipment will result in held grades and/or financial penalties until the equipment is returned or replaced.

· Promptly report any equipment malfunction to the professor and equipment manager.

· Return equipment prior to 10:00 a.m. on the day the equipment is due.  Failure to return equipment promptly can result in an overall course half-grade penalty for each offense.

· Policies may be modified by the equipment manager or professor.

BLACKBOARD

This course will be augmented by NKU’s Blackboard system.  Grades, PowerPoints, discussion boards, email lists, and the opportunity to link to online resources are some of the elements you’ll find at http://learnonline.nku.edu.  Additionally, the reading quizzes will be conducted on Blackboard.

CLASSROOM DECORUM

Pagers and cellular phones should be silenced during class.  Please inform the professor if an emergency situation might require electronic contact during a class meeting.  The professor will return this courtesy.

STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES

Students with disabilities who require accommodations (academic adjustments, auxiliary aids or services) for this course must register with the Office of Disability Services. Please contact the disability service office in University Center Suite 320 or by calling (859) 572-6373 for more information. Verification of your disability is required in the disability services office for you to receive reasonable academic accommodations. Visit the disability services website at www.nku.edu/~disability.

COURSE SCHEDULE

	January 10 & 12
	Class introduction and review: Concepts, Cameras and Final Cut Pro

	January 17 & 19
	Elements of continuity
(in-class shooting exercise)
Read: Chapters 1 & 2
Assignment:  Continuity Project

	January 24 & 26
	Editing – FCP tools and post-production storytelling techniques


Assignment: Choose film sequence for Scene Re-creation

	January 31 & February 2
	Lighting
Continuity Project Due (02/02)

	February 7 & 9
	Structure and Psychological focus
Assignment:  Scene Re-creation
View Continuity Project Read: Chapters 3, 4 & 7
(in-class shooting exercise)

	February 14 & 16
	Staging and screen depth
(in-class shooting exercise)
Read: Chapters 8, 9 & 10


	February 21 & 23
	Working with actors
Assignment:  Character Study
Read: Chapters 5 & 6
Scene Re-creation Due (02/23)

	February 28 & March 2
	Casting & Symbols
View Scene Re-creation Read: Chapters 11 & 12


	March 7 & 9
	Spring Break!  Whoo hoo!

	March 14 & 16
	Creative Video casting and such
Assignment:  Creative Video

Character Study Due (03/16)

	March 21 & 23
	Working with actors redux
(in-class shooting exercise)

View Character Study


	March 28 & 30
	Flex Time (I know something will come up…)
(in-class shooting exercise)

	April 4 & 6
	Flex Time (I know something will come up…)
Assignment:  Weekend Project


Creative Scene Due (04/06)

	April 11 & 13
	View Creative Scene and Weekend Project
Weekend Project Due

Lab time and project production
Assignment:  Final Scene

	April 18 & 20
	Lab time and project production
Exam (April 20)

	April 25 & 27
	Lab time and project production (Prof. Strobel at BEA/NAB conference)


	May 4
	Final Scene viewing @1:00pm
Final Scene Due


SYLLABUS CHANGES

This syllabus is subject to change at the professor’s discretion.  Students will be informed immediately of any changes to the syllabus and/or schedule.

Department of Communication Equipment/Facilities Use Agreement

I, 




, agree to abide by the following policies regarding the use of the Department of Communication’s production equipment.  I realize the Department’s equipment is my responsibility, both physically and financially, when in my possession.  The contact information I provide here is strictly for the use of reserving production equipment and facilities for the 


 semester of 


.

Signature: 





E-mail: 





Home Phone: (
  )



Cell Phone: (
          )




EQUIPMENT POLICIES

· Equipment reservation procedures will be thoroughly covered during the first week of class.

· Equipment reservations may be made through the equipment manager, located on the third floor of Landrum Academic Center or at 859-572-1337.

· Students have access to production equipment at any time, but must get written permission for DPS-assisted entry from the equipment manager, class professor or Communication Department secretary to use NKU’s production equipment and editing rooms outside normal business hours.  NKU’s business hours are Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday 8:15 a.m. – 6:30 p.m.; Friday 8:15 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.  Written permission must be obtained and faxed to DPS at least 24 hours prior to equipment access.

· Production equipment in your possession is your responsibility.  You are financially liable for each piece of equipment checked out to you.  Failure to return equipment will result in held grades and/or financial penalties until the equipment is returned or replaced.

· Promptly report any equipment malfunction to the professor and equipment manager.

· Return equipment prior to 10:00 a.m. on the day the equipment is due.  Failure to return equipment promptly may result in an overall course half-grade penalty for each offense.
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